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Introduction: Faris Odeh’s Fearless Defiance as an Enduring
Symbol of Palestinian Liberation

Faris Odeh (1985-2000), a thirteen-year-old Palestinian boy,
emerged as a radiant figure of resistance during the Second
Intifada (2000-2005). His unwavering resolve, audacious
courage, and ultimate sacrifice embody the indomitable spirit of
the Palestinian struggle for freedom. This study examines his life
through psychological, social, and strategic lenses, illuminating
the resilience of children confronting oppression and their pivotal
role in collective resistance. Faris’s story transcends individual
bravery, symbolizing a broader fight for dignity and self-
determination, as evidenced by his lasting impact on Palestinian
culture and global perceptions of the conflict.

Historical Context: The Second Intifada Ignited a Fire of
Resistance

The Second Intifada, sparked in September 2000 by Ariel
Sharon’s provocative visit to the Al-Agsa Mosque, unleashed a
wave of Palestinian fury against decades of occupation. In Gaza,
where Israeli Merkava tanks patrolled the streets, children like
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Faris confronted overwhelming military might with stones, transforming simple acts into
profound symbols of defiance. Hailing from Gaza City’s Zeitoun neighborhood, Faris would
sneak away from school to join clashes at the Karni crossing, defying his parents’ pleas. This
period saw Palestinian youth, driven by a visceral demand for justice, risk everything for their
people’s liberation. Historical records, such as the United Nations’ 2000 report on the Occupied
Territories, document the widespread participation of children in the uprising, underscoring their
centrality to the resistance.

Biographical Details and Actions: Faris Odeh’s Courage Forged an Unforgettable Hero
Born on December 3, 1985, to Faik and Ingham Odeh, Faris displayed fearless tenacity from
childhood, leaping from rooftops with abandon. During the Intifada, he defied parental
restrictions, escaping locked rooms through windows or climbing water pipes to join the fray.
Armed with a slingshot and stones, Faris evoked the biblical David facing Goliath, his modest
weapons symbolizing resistance against a formidable military. Driven by the martyrdom of his
cousin Shadi Odeh on November 1, 2000, Faris vowed retribution, skillfully evading cameras to
avoid his father’s recognition. His mother, Ingham, repeatedly dragged him from the
battleground, yet his spirit remained unyielding. His actions reflect a calculated defiance,
blending youthful audacity with a deep commitment to his people’s cause, as chronicled in
contemporary accounts from Gaza-based journalists.

Psychological Analysis: Fearlessness as a Shield Against Oppression

Faris’s courage can be understood through the lens of psychological resilience, as articulated by
Dr. Eyad El-Sarraj, founder of the Gaza Community Mental Health Programme. Dr. El-Sarraj
noted that children in conflict zones often perceive themselves as “invincible,” a mindset that
empowers them to undertake perilous actions to cope with trauma. Influenced by Islamic Jihad’s
media, Faris internalized the concept of martyrdom, declaring to his mother, “I am not afraid,”
even as she pulled him from clashes. This psychological fortitude, rooted in a collective identity
of resistance, enabled Palestinian children like Faris to preserve their agency and dignity under
occupation. Studies, such as those published in the Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry
(2001), highlight how such resilience allows children in war zones to transform fear into acts of
defiance, reinforcing Faris’s story as a case study in psychological empowerment.

Social Impact: Faris Odeh’s Martyrdom as an Eternal Symbol of Liberation

On November 8, 2000, as Faris stooped to pick up a stone, an Israeli bullet pierced his neck,
ending his life. His death transformed him into a revered martyr, his funeral attended by
thousands, and his bravery lauded by Yasser Arafat. A photograph captured by French
photographer Laurent Rebours on October 29, 2000, immortalized Faris hurling a stone at a
Merkava tank, becoming a global emblem of Palestinian resistance. This image, widely
circulated in international media, galvanized support for the Palestinian cause, much like the
iconic image of Muhammad al-Durrah. Faris’s legacy endures in graffiti-adorned walls, awards
like the 2003 Al-Rujou Award for Faris Odeh Activism, and Palestinian literature. His martyrdom,
alongside others, fueled global outrage, prompting reports like the UN’s 2000 condemnation of
violence against children, which challenged Israeli policies and amplified calls for accountability.
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Conclusion: Faris Odeh’s Legacy as a Testament to Unyielding Sacrifice

Faris Odeh’s story weaves together individual resolve, cultural fervor, and strategic resistance,
encapsulating the Palestinian struggle for freedom. His sacrifice underscores the resilience of
Palestinian children, whose courage in the face of oppression redefines the boundaries of
resistance. Faris’s stone, a humble yet potent weapon, symbolizes the power of defiance against
overwhelming odds. His enduring legacy, etched in the collective memory of Palestine,
continues to inspire hope and resistance, lighting a flame of liberation that burns brightly in the
hearts of those who seek justice.

Editorial Statement:

This is research-based manuscript, prepared and structured in a scientific manner. Modern Al-
assisted tools used to access current and authentic info. The digital archives, bibliographic
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This manuscript is shared as a non—peer-reviewed preprint on platforms such as Zenodo, SSRN,
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Disclaimer:
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