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Footnotes 

1. Karl Heinrich Marx was born on 5 May 1818 in Trier, Prussia (now Germany). 
2.  His father, Heinrich Marx, was a lawyer who converted from Judaism to Protestantism 

during a period of political and legal restrictions. 
3.  His mother, Henriette Pressburg Marx, came from a Dutch Jewish family and played an 

important role in the family’s upbringing. 
4.  Marx grew up in a relatively educated middle-class household that valued learning and 

intellectual development. 
5.  He received his early education at the Trier Gymnasium, where he demonstrated strong 

academic abilities. 
6. In 1835, Marx enrolled at the University of Bonn to study law. 
7.  He later transferred to the University of Berlin, where he became deeply interested in 

philosophy, history, and political theory. 
8.  The philosophy of Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel significantly influenced Marx’s 

intellectual development. 
9.  Marx completed a doctoral dissertation on ancient Greek philosophy in 1841. 
10.  Because of his radical political views, an academic career in Germany became 

increasingly difficult 
11. Marx turned to journalism and political writing as an alternative professional path. 
12. He became editor of the *Rheinische Zeitung*, a newspaper critical of government 

policies. 
13. The newspaper was eventually suppressed by Prussian authorities due to its political 

criticism. 
14.  In 1843, Marx married Jenny von Westphalen, who remained his lifelong companion and 

supporter. 
15.  The couple experienced persistent financial difficulties throughout much of their married 

life. 
16.  Marx moved to Paris, where he became involved with socialist and revolutionary 

intellectual circles. 
17.  In Paris, Marx met Friedrich Engels, beginning one of the most influential intellectual 

partnerships in modern history. 
18.  Engels became both Marx’s closest collaborator and his most important financial 

supporter. 
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19.  Marx was expelled from France because of political pressure from European 
governments. 

20.  He subsequently lived in Belgium before being forced to relocate again. 
21.  In 1848, Marx and Engels published *The Communist Manifesto*, one of the most 

influential political documents in history. 
22.  The revolutions of 1848 across Europe intensified political surveillance of Marx and 

other radicals. 
23.  Marx eventually settled in London, where he spent most of the remainder of his life. 
24.  Life in London was marked by severe poverty, debt, and financial uncertainty. 
25.  Several of Marx’s children died during childhood, causing profound personal grief. 
26.  Historical correspondence indicates that the family often struggled to afford food, rent, 

clothing, and medical care. 
27.  Marx frequently relied on financial assistance from Friedrich Engels to support his 

family. 
28.  Despite chronic financial hardship, Marx devoted himself to extensive research and 

writing. 
29.  He spent many years studying economics, history, politics, and industrial development in 

the British Museum Reading Room. 
30.  Marx developed a comprehensive critique of capitalism based on historical and 

economic analysis. 
31.  His major work, *Das Kapital*, examined production, labor, profit, capital 

accumulation, and economic inequality. 
32.  The first volume of *Das Kapital* was published in 1867. 
33.  Marx argued that class conflict played a central role in historical development. 
34.  He believed that economic structures significantly influence political and social 

institutions. 
35.  Throughout his life, Marx suffered from recurring health problems, including liver 

disorders, respiratory illnesses, and painful skin conditions. 
36.  His intellectual productivity continued despite illness, poverty, and political isolation. 
37.  Marx played an important role in the International Workingmen’s Association (First 

International). 
38.  His writings influenced labor movements, socialist organizations, and political activists 

across Europe and beyond. 
39.  Critics and supporters alike regard Marx as one of the most influential thinkers of the 

nineteenth century. 
40.  Marx died in London on 14 March 1883 at the age of sixty-four. 
41. Following his death, Engels completed and edited later volumes of *Das Kapital* using 

Marx’s manuscripts. 
42.  Marx’s ideas profoundly influenced twentieth-century political movements, 

revolutionary organizations, and academic disciplines. 
43.  His theories remain central to debates concerning capitalism, social inequality, labor 

relations, and economic justice. 
44. Historians continue to debate both the strengths and limitations of Marx’s intellectual 

legacy. 
45. Today, Karl Marx is widely regarded as one of the most consequential, influential, and 

controversial figures in modern intellectual and political history. 
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