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Abraham Lincoln Timeline

1809 — Born in Kentucky

1818 — Mother Nancy Hanks dies
1828 — New Orleans trip; observes slavery
1834 — Illinois Legislature

1842 — Marries Mary Todd

1846 — U.S. Congress

1858 — Lincoln—Douglas Debates
1860 — Elected President

1861 — Civil War begins

1863 — Emancipation Proclamation
1863 — Gettysburg Address

1865 — 13th Amendment

1865 — Assassinated at Ford's Theatre

From Poverty to Greatness

Log Cabin Birth — Extreme Poverty — Self-Education — Farm Labor
& Rail Splitter — Lawyer — State Legislator — National Leader —
President of the United States — Emancipation Proclamation —
Abolition of Slavery — Global Symbol of Freedom

Leadership Characteristics
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Honesty (Honest Abe) | Self-Education | Resilience | Moral Courage |
Strategic Leadership | Communication Skills | Human Rights Advocacy |
National Unity | Constitutional Governance

Abraham Lincoln's Historical

Preserved the Union + Abolished Slavery + Strengthened Democracy +
Advanced Human Rights + Inspired Global Leaders = Enduring Legacy
in Human History

Abraham Lincoln's Legacy Framework

Poverty & Hardship — Self-Education — Character & Integrity —
Legal Expertise — Political Leadership — Union Preservation —
Emancipation Proclamation — 13th Amendment — Human Rights
Advancement — Democratic Consolidation — Global Historical Legacy

Abraham Lincoln's Leadership Model

Integrity | Ethical Leadership | Vision | Resilience | Strategic Decision-
Making | Crisis Management | Political Communication | National Unity
| Human Rights | Constitutional Governance

Abraham Lincoln's Path to Historical Greatness

Frontier Childhood — Economic Hardship — Intellectual Development
— Legal Career — Public Service — National Leadership — Civil War
Management — Abolition of Slavery — Democratic Transformation —
Enduring Global Influence
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Footnotes

1. Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, in a small log cabin in Hardin County
(now Larue County), Kentucky, United States.

2. Lincoln received less than one year of formal schooling and acquired most of his
education through independent reading and self-directed learning.

3. His mother, Nancy Hanks Lincoln, died in 1818 when Lincoln was nine years old, an
event that profoundly influenced his personality and worldview.

4. During his youth, Lincoln worked as a farm laborer and woodcutter, earning the popular
nickname “Rail Splitter.”

5. Atrip to New Orleans exposed Lincoln to the realities of slavery, significantly shaping
his opposition to the institution.

6. Lincoln became widely known as “Honest Abe” because of his reputation for integrity,
fairness, and truthfulness in both business and public life.

7. He was elected as the sixteenth President of the United States in November 1860.

8. The American Civil War began in April 1861 following the secession of several Southern
states from the Union.

9. Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, declaring enslaved
people in Confederate-held territories to be free.

10. The Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, ratified in 1865,
permanently abolished slavery throughout the country.

11. Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address on November 19, 1863, one of the most
influential speeches in the history of democratic governance.

12. Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C.,
on April 14, 1865, and died the following day.

13. Historians consistently rank Abraham Lincoln among the greatest political leaders
because of his role in preserving the Union, ending slavery, and strengthening
constitutional democracy.

14. Lincoln’s leadership is widely studied in the fields of political science, leadership studies,
communication, ethics, and human rights.

15. His legacy continues to influence modern discussions on democracy, equality, civil rights,
national unity, and ethical governance throughout the world.
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