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Footnotes 

1.  Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov (Lenin) was born on 22 April 1870 in Simbirsk, Russian Empire 
(now Ulyanovsk, Russia). 

2. His father, Ilya Nikolayevich Ulyanov, was an educator and school inspector whose service 
in the Imperial educational system earned him hereditary nobility. 

3.  His mother, Maria Alexandrovna Ulyanova, was a well-educated woman who encouraged 
intellectual development, discipline, and reading among her children. 

4. Lenin grew up in a relatively educated middle-class family, although the family later 
experienced significant emotional and social hardships. 

5. The social and political environment of late nineteenth-century Russia was characterized by 
autocratic rule, limited political freedoms, and significant social inequality. 

6. Lenin received an excellent secondary education and graduated with distinction from the 
Simbirsk Classical Gymnasium. 

7. The death of his father in 1886 was one of the first major personal tragedies that affected the 
young Lenin. 

8.  In 1887, Lenin’s elder brother, Alexander Ulyanov, was executed for participating in a 
conspiracy to assassinate Tsar Alexander III. 

9. The execution of Alexander Ulyanov profoundly influenced Lenin’s political outlook and 
contributed to his growing opposition to the Tsarist regime. 

10. Lenin enrolled at Kazan Imperial University in 1887 but was expelled after alleged 
involvement in student political protests. 

11. Following his expulsion, he continued his education independently through extensive 
reading and self-directed study. 

12. During this period, Lenin became increasingly interested in revolutionary literature, political 
theory, economics, and philosophy. 

13. The works of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels played a decisive role in shaping Lenin’s 
political and economic ideas. 

14. Lenin earned a law degree externally from Saint Petersburg University and briefly practiced 
law before dedicating himself fully to revolutionary activities. 

15. In the early 1890s, he became actively involved in Marxist study circles and underground 
political organizations. 

16.  Russian authorities viewed revolutionary movements as threats to state security and closely 
monitored political activists. 
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17. Lenin was arrested in December 1895 for his involvement in revolutionary organizing and 
anti-government political activities. 

18. He spent more than a year in prison before being sentenced to internal exile in Siberia. 
19. From 1897 to 1900, Lenin lived in exile in Shushenskoye, Siberia, where he continued his 

political and economic studies. 
20.  During his Siberian exile, he completed important scholarly work, including material that 

contributed to *The Development of Capitalism in Russia*. 
21. Nadezhda Krupskaya, a fellow revolutionary and educator, joined Lenin during his exile and 

later became his wife and political collaborator. 
22. Following his release, Lenin spent many years in political exile across Europe, including 

Switzerland, Germany, France, and the United Kingdom. 
23. Exile subjected Lenin to financial difficulties, uncertainty, and prolonged separation from his 

homeland. 
24. Despite limited resources, he devoted much of his time to writing, political organization, and 

revolutionary strategy. 
25. Lenin played a central role in the ideological and organizational development of the Russian 

Social Democratic Labour Party. 
26.  The split between the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks in 1903 reflected deep disagreements 

concerning revolutionary strategy and party organization. 
27. Lenin advocated a disciplined and highly organized revolutionary party capable of leading 

political transformation. 
28. His influential work *What Is to Be Done?* outlined many of his ideas regarding political 

organization and revolutionary leadership. 
29.  Throughout his life, Lenin demonstrated remarkable discipline, productivity, and 

commitment to political objectives. 
30.  He spent countless hours reading, writing, analyzing political developments, and 

corresponding with revolutionary colleagues. 
31.  The outbreak of the First World War in 1914 created severe political and economic 

instability throughout Europe and Russia. 
32. Lenin interpreted the war as a conflict driven by imperial competition among major powers. 
33.  The February Revolution of 1917 resulted in the collapse of the Romanov dynasty and the 

abdication of Tsar Nicholas II. 
34. Lenin returned to Russia in April 1917 after years of exile and immediately resumed active 

political leadership. 
35.  His April Theses called for the transfer of power to the Soviets, withdrawal from the war, 

and radical social transformation. 
36.  Lenin’s proposals initially appeared controversial even among some members of his own 

political movement. 
37. The October Revolution of 1917 resulted in the overthrow of the Provisional Government 

and the establishment of Bolshevik rule. 
38. Lenin became the principal leader of the new Soviet government following the revolution. 
39.  The Russian Civil War (1918–1922) created enormous political, economic, and 

humanitarian challenges for the new state. 
40. During the civil war, Lenin’s government faced armed opposition from anti-Bolshevik 

forces, foreign intervention, and internal unrest. 
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41. Lenin survived an assassination attempt on 30 August 1918, when he was seriously wounded 
by gunfire. 

42.  Many historians believe that the long-term effects of the assassination attempt may have 
contributed to his later health problems. 

43.  Lenin introduced several major political and economic policies aimed at stabilizing the 
revolutionary state. 

44. His leadership remains the subject of extensive historical debate regarding both 
achievements and controversies. 

45.  Supporters credit Lenin with transforming a revolutionary movement into a functioning 
state and influencing anti-colonial and socialist movements worldwide. 

46.  Critics argue that some of his policies contributed to political centralization, restrictions on 
opposition, and the expansion of state authority. 

47.  Lenin’s major writings include *What Is to Be Done?*, *State and Revolution*, 
*Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism*, and *The Development of Capitalism in 
Russia*. 

48. His writings significantly influenced twentieth-century political thought, revolutionary 
movements, and debates concerning capitalism and socialism. 

49. Between 1922 and 1923, Lenin suffered a series of strokes that progressively reduced his 
ability to participate in government affairs. 

50. Vladimir Lenin died on 21 January 1924 at Gorki, near Moscow, at the age of fifty-three. 
51. Following his death, Lenin became one of the most influential and widely studied political 

figures of the twentieth century. 
52. Historians continue to debate his achievements, failures, leadership style, and long-term 

impact on Russia and global politics. 
53. Lenin’s life illustrates how personal tragedy, political repression, exile, intellectual 

discipline, and organizational skill can shape the trajectory of historical leadership. 
54.  His legacy remains relevant to contemporary discussions of revolution, state power, 

political ideology, leadership studies, and global history. 
55.  Today, Vladimir Lenin is regarded as one of the most consequential and controversial 

political leaders in modern history, whose influence continues to shape historical 
scholarship, political theory, and debates about social transformation around the world. 

References 
Service, R. (2000). Lenin: A biography. Harvard University Press. 

White, J. D. (2001). Lenin: The practice and theory of revolution. Palgrave Macmillan. 

Read, C. (2005). Lenin: A revolutionary life. Routledge. 

Volkogonov, D. (1994). Lenin: A new biography. Free Press. 

Pipes, R. (1991). The Russian Revolution. Vintage Books. 

Figes, O. (1997). A people's tragedy: The Russian Revolution, 1891–1924. Pimlico. 

Sebestyen, V. (2017). Lenin: The man, the dictator, and the master of terror. Pantheon Books. 

Merridale, C. (2017). Lenin on the train. Metropolitan Books. 



423 

Harding, N. (1977). Lenin's political thought: Theory and practice in the democratic revolution 
(Vol. 1). Macmillan Press. 

Harding, N. (1981). Lenin's political thought: Theory and practice in the socialist revolution 
(Vol. 2). Macmillan Press. 

Lih, L. T. (2006). Lenin rediscovered: What is to be done? In context. Brill. 

Carr, E. H. (1950). The Bolshevik Revolution, 1917–1923 (Vols. 1–3). Macmillan. 

Daniels, R. V. (1960). The conscience of the revolution: Communist opposition in Soviet Russia. 
Harvard University Press. 

Deutscher, I. (1954). Russia after Stalin. Hamish Hamilton. 

Wilson, E. (1940). To the Finland Station: A study in the writing and acting of history. Farrar & 
Rinehart. 

Tucker, R. C. (1973). Stalin as revolutionary, 1879–1929: A study in history and personality. W. 
W. Norton & Company. 

Hosking, G. (1997). Russia: People and empire, 1552–1917. Harvard University Press. 

Suny, R. G. (1998). The Soviet experiment: Russia, the USSR, and the successor states. Oxford 
University Press. 

Smith, S. A. (2002). The Russian Revolution: A very short introduction. Oxford University Press. 

McCauley, M. (2008). The rise and fall of the Soviet Union. Pearson Education. 

Lenin, V. I. (1969). What is to be done? Burning questions of our movement. International 
Publishers. (Original work published 1902) 

Lenin, V. I. (1964). State and revolution. Progress Publishers. (Original work published 1917) 

Lenin, V. I. (1964). Imperialism: The highest stage of capitalism. Progress Publishers. (Original 
work published 1916) 

Lenin, V. I. (1964). The development of capitalism in Russia. Progress Publishers. (Original work 
published 1899) 

Fitzpatrick, S. (2008). The Russian Revolution (3rd ed.). Oxford University Press. 

Kotkin, S. (2014). Stalin: Paradoxes of power, 1878–1928. Penguin Press. 

Service, R. (2009). Comrades: A history of world communism. Harvard University Press. 

Rees, E. A. (Ed.). (2004). The nature of Stalin's dictatorship: The Politburo, 1924–1953. 
Palgrave Macmillan. 

Acton, E. (1990). Rethinking the Russian Revolution. Edward Arnold. 

Mawdsley, E. (2007). The Russian Civil War. Pegasus Books. 

Read, C. (2009). Lenin and his comrades: The Bolsheviks take over Russia, 1917–1924. Palgrave 
Macmillan. 



424 

Lih, L. T. (2011). Lenin. Oxford Bibliographies Online: Political Science. Oxford University 
Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/OBO/9780199756223-0043 

Figes, O. (2014). Revolutionary Russia, 1891–1991: A history. Metropolitan Books. 

Suny, R. G. (2017). Red flag wounded: Stalinism and the fate of the Soviet experiment. Verso. 

Trotsky, L. (1997). The history of the Russian Revolution (Vols. 1–3). Pathfinder Press. (Original 
work published 1932) 

Marx, K., & Engels, F. (2002). Manifesto of the Communist Party. International Publishers. 
(Original work published 1848) 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. (2025). Vladimir Lenin. 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Vladimir-Lenin 

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. (2025). Russian Revolution. 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Russian-Revolution 

(Editorial Statement)

 

(Preprint Notice)   

(Disclaimer)  

ين

 



425 

 

 


