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ABSTRACT

The emergence of new technologies and the challenges posed to the world by the Covid19

, pandemic means academics and students had to move quite quickly from traditional face-to-
Gorresponding author. face, blended, or asynchronous classrooms to almost virtual learning spaces in its entirety.
Mimmie Claudine African ’ ’
Diaspora Women Summit Academics, and in our Case in the State of Victoria, Australia, we had to move to remote
E: m.labeautenoire@gmail.com Ivirtual teaching and learning platforms almost entirely. This new paradigm shift presents

both opportunities and challenges, though the opportunities in my opinion outweigh the

Citation: challenges. It presents the opportunity for Universities to redesign their curricula for a global
Mimmie Claudine. Emeriging student reach, to expand education frontiers, and to interact, connect, renew, and reinvent
Virtual Education Platforms and for ~ education that meets the savvy world of the 21st century. For Africa, this presents an
\ngl'j::eE‘:/‘flaﬁ'g”Z(J)Q)ppszzzf;‘ opportunity for a decolonised education curriculum; that might harness the demographic and
Issue 1st International Conference ~ technological advantages of its youthful population, while at the same time creating
of Pharmaceutical and Medical collaborative partnerships and opportunities for both learners and academics. My experience
?g'es"::tse rﬁbifj?é’”;gztg: ggg’u'l?y of using online teaching virtual platforms have demonstrated the potential that this offers for
Of Pharmacy For Girls - Al Azhar  (higher) education across Africa. It has been twenty years since computers were actively
University, Cairo, Egypt. introduced and used in classrooms across the world. The uptake has been modest, while
Funding: the use for virtual learning has been much slower than initially expected in many parts of the
The authors received no direct world. A lack of resources has often been cited as the limiting factor. The fear of change
funding for this research. coupled with new learnings and upgrades that come with new technologies cannot be
Competing Interests: overlooked. However, while these new technologieslmay be considerled disruptiye, virtual
The authors declare no competing ~ classrooms and innovative technologies should be viewed as a learning enhancing tool.
interest's Such a tool utilizes a student centric approach to learning, and why not an Afrocentric
Additional information is available  CUITiculum. The academic within such a paradigm becomgs more of a facilitator or an expert
at the end of the article. consultant, rather than the bearer of all knowledge and wisdom.
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Speaker’s Biography

A/Prof (Dr.) Watts is an experienced leader with a long history in Academia. She is a
strategic thinker, advocate, public speaker, Public Health expert and a leader in women’s
health, gender health and international health with extensive experience serving as a non-
Executive Director on Boards. Dr Watts is an Academic at Federation University, Australia,
and an associate in the School of Public Health and Preventive Medicine at Monash
University, Australia. She was recently recognized with a Multicultural Award for Excellence
by the Victorian Multicultural Commission & the Victorian State Government for her service
in the Multiculturalism. As an academic at Victoria University for eleven years, she
developed and led the Bachelor of Health Science in the College of Health and Biomedicine.
She is an Honorary A/Prof in Public Health at Mekelle University in Ethiopia. Her expertise
includes women’s health, social inclusion, chronic disease prevention and management,
health promotion, migrant and refugee health, strategic planning and health policy,
curriculum development and teaching research methods. Dr Watts chairs the Australian
African Academic Network, and is a Member of the African Science & Innovation Council
(ASRIC) with the African Union. She is the convener of the African Diaspora Women
Summit.

Ethics approval and consent to participate: No ethical approval needed for this research work.

Ethics approval and consent to participate: No ethical approval needed for this research
work.

Consent for publication: Author is agreed to submit this abstract for publication in this
research journal.

Availability of data and materials: The information and data collected and/ or incorporated
in this study is included in this manuscript.

Declaration: The abstract is reviewed and accepted by the Conference Organization
Committee of the event entitled “A Response to COVID-19: International Conference of
Pharmaceutical and Medical Sciences” dated September 1-3, 2020 (Tuesday - Thursday),
held at Faculty Of Pharmacy For Girls - Al Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt. The presenter was
permitted to share his research after final approval of the committee. The scientific
information and data is published on behalf of the Conference organization Committee.

© 2020 The Author(s). This open access article is distributed under a
Creative Commons Attribution (CC-BY) 4.0 license.

You are free to: Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format. Adapt - remix,

transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot

revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Under the following terms:

Attribution - You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your
use. No additional restrictions. You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from
doing anything the license permits.

Journal of Applied Pharmacy | ISSN: 1920-4159 Page 97 of 97



